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NARRATIVE  

 

 
Narrative 
Attleboro is a small manufacturing city with a unique combination of the    
advantages of urban and suburban living.  Known as the birthplace of the    
jewelry industry in New England, the city has its share of red brick mill   
buildings and a healthy legacy of jewelry and metal fabrication jobs that   
make it one of the major manufacturing employment centers in Massachusetts. 
At the same time, Attleboro's location at the southern end of the MBTA      
commuter rail line has encouraged the growth of suburban neighborhoods      
bringing increased support for public education and recreation.  The public 
library is currently undergoing a $3 million renovation that will provide   
fully accessible space for community activities, as well as additional      
areas for children's and young people's collections.  Capron Park Zoo,      
located in the center of the city and completely rebuilt in 1989, features  
lions, tigers and its "signature" polar bear, as well as a nocturnal        
exhibit and tropical rain forest.  The Bungay River and surrounding         
wetlands are under study for wildlife habitat preservation and sanctuary    
areas.  Attleboro is also home to the LaSalette Shrine whose Christmas      
light display is one of the most spectacular in New England.                
Attleboro is a friendly and growing city that attracts  
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GEOGRAPHY  

 

 
Location  
Southeastern Massachusetts, bordered by North Attleboro and Mansfield on the     
north; Norton on the east;  Rehoboth and Seekonk on the south; and Pawtucket and 
Cumberland, Rhode Island, on the southwest and west. Attleboro is 32 miles       
southwest of Boston; 12 miles north of Providence, Rhode Island; and 197 miles   
from New York City. 

Total Area: 28.29 sq. miles  
 
Land Area: 27.52 sq. miles  
 
Population: 38,383  
 
Density: 1,395 per sq. mile  
 
Climate 
(National Climatic Data Center) 
 
(Taunton Station)  
   Normal temperature in January.....25.9°F   
   Normal temperature in July........71.2°F   
   Normal annual precipitation.......46.7"    

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates  
   Attleborough, Norton, Pautucket                                                  

Regional Planning Agency 
   Southeastern Regional Planning and                           
      Economic  Development District                            

Metropolitan Statistical Area  
(1993 Definition) 
   Fall River                       
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GOVERNMENT  

 

 
Municipal Offices 
   Main Number: (508) 222-9610            
Telephone Numbers for Public Information 

Form of Government 
   Mayor-Council                              

Year Incorporated 
   As a town: 1694   
   As a city: 1914                                        

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994) 
                         Number     %   

Total Registered 17,043  

 
Democrats 3,859 22.6 % Republicans 2,045 12.0 % Other parties 4 0.0 % Unenrolled Voters 11,135 65.3 %  

Legislators 

Senators and Representatives by City and Town  
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DEMOGRAPHICS 

 

 
Demographic Information: (Population, persons by sex, age Distribution, race, 
household & income distrubution, poverty status, etc.) 
U.S. Census Bureau Tables 
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HOUSING CHARACTERISTICS 
 

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman)- 
Town Stats - Free market Statistics 
 
Subsidized Housing Units (DHCD 1998) 
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory  

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal 
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units 
in certain eligible subsidized developments.  

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999) 

   Conventional State         443     
   Conventional Federal       0       

Rental Assistance (DHCD 1999) 
   State (MRVP)                    69 
   Federal (Section 8)            121        
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TRANSPORTATION 

 

 
TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS  
   The Taunton-Attleboro region has excellent highway facilities. Interstate   
   495, especially well designed south of Boston, provides access to           
   Interstate 90 to the northwest and to U.S. Route 6, the Mid-Cape Highway,   
   to the southeast. Interstate 95 and the Fall River Expressway (State Route  
   24) provide access to the airport, port, and intermodal facilities of       
   Boston and Providence.                                                      
 
 
 

Major Highways 
   Principal highways are Interstates 95 and 295 and U.S. Route 1 in the       
   western sector.                                                             
 
 

Rail  
   Commuter rail service to Back Bay Station and South Station is available    
   from South Attleboro (travel time 45-56 min. to BBS; 562 parking spaces)    
   and Attleboro (35-48 min. to BBS; 781 parking spaces). Conrail provides     
   freight service to Attleboro. Contact number: (617) 783-6222                
 
 

Bus  
   Attleboro is a member of the Greater Attleboro-Taunton Regional Transit     
   Authority (GATRA). GATRA provides fixed route service within Attleboro and  
   between Attleboro and Taunton through Bloom's Bus Lines. GATRA provides     
   Dial-A-Ride service to the elderly and disabled.                            
 

Other  
   Three General Aviation (GA) facilities in the area: Mansfield Municipal     
   Airport, with a 3,496' X 75' asphalt and a 2,200' X 100' turf runway.       
   Instrument approaches available:  Non-precision. Taunton Municipal Airport  
   has a 3,496' X 75' asphalt and a 2,350' X 150' gravel runway.  Instrument   
   approaches available:  Non-precision. Norfolk Airport has a 2,700' asphalt  
   runway with a copter approach.                                              

Commuting to Work (Means of Transportation to Work, Travel Time) 

U.S. Census Bureau Tables LAND USE CLASSIFICATION 
* (Office of Environmental Affairs 1985)  
                               Acres 
    Residential                 4,093     23.0% 
    Commercial                    311      1.7% 
    Industrial                    539      3.0% 
    Transportation                554      3.1% 
    Agriculture                 1,060      6.0% 
    Urban Open Land               499      2.8% 
    Recreation                    365      2.1% 
    Water                         399      2.2% 
    Other                       9,993     56.1% 
* Cape Cod communities updated 1992 

ZONING REGULATIONS 
(Supplied by community 1993) 
                               Single     Two       Multi 
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                               Family   Family     Family 
    Minimum lot size (sf)      10,000   10,000     14,000                    
    Minimum lot width 
    or frontage (ft)           80       80         80       
  

GROWTH MANAGEMENT 
(Supplied by community 1993) 
    Comprehensive Plans                     Yes  
    Rent Control                            No   
    Condominium Controls                    No   
    Groundwater Protection                  Yes  
    Subdivision Control Laws                Yes  
    Site Plan Approval Required             No   
    Other Growth Limits                     No   
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CULTURE AND RECREATION 

 

 
LIBRARIES 
Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalog MUSEUMS 
(American Association of Museums)  
   Attleboro Museum, Center for the Arts                             
   199 County Street                                                 
   (508) 222-2644                                                    
    
Telephone Numbers for Public Information  
Recreational Facilities(Recreational sites and activities) 
Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section 
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MISCELLANEOUS 
 

HEALTH FACILITIES 
(Dept. of Public Health 1992) 
 
Hospitals 
   Fuller Memorial Hospital                    
   Sturdy Memorial Hospital                    
    

Long Term Care 
   Bristol Nursing Home                        
   Pleasant Manor Nursing Home                 
   Ridgewood Court Nursing & Rehab. Center     
    

Hospices 
   Hospice Of Comm. H. Agency                  
    

Rest Homes 
   Pleasant Street Rest Home, Inc              
    
UTILITIES 
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities 
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source 
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality 
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However, 
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has 
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take 
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.  


